LAAC/Member Council/Board Update: Resources ... 


Subject: LAAC/Member Council/Board Update: Resources for Collective 
Advocacy re 7/10 LAUSD Parcel Tax Vote 
From: Cassy Horton <chorton@ccsa.org> 

Date: 7/8/18, 1:09 PM 

To: ,, ykingberg@ypics.org" <ykingberg@ypics.org>, C Dejesus 
<cdejesus@greendot.org>, Emilio Pack <epack@stem-prep.org>, Ana Ponce 
<aponce@caminonuevo.org>, bbauer <bbauer@ghchs.com>, Marcia Aaron 
<maaron@kippla.org>, "erin.studer@chimeinstitute.org" 

<erin.studer@chimeinstitute.org>, Oliver Sicat <osicat@ednovate.org>, "Mark 
Kleger-Heine" <mkleger-heine@cwclosangeles.org>, Brian Bauer 2 
<senorbbauer@aol.com>, Valerie Braimah <vbraimah@citycharterschools.org>, 
Irene Sumida <isumida@fentoncharter.net>, J Elliot <j.elliot@pucschools.org>, 
"Anita Zepeda" <azepeda@myvaughncharter.com>, P Hudnut 
<phudnut@icefps.org>, C Young <cyoung@magnoliapublicschools.org>, 
"pmagee@palihigh.org" <pmagee@palihigh.org>, Malka Borrego 
<mborrego@equitasacademy.org>, "emorris@endeavorcollegeprep.org" 
<emorris@endeavorcollegeprep.org>, "Vanessa Jackson" 

< vanessajackson@collegiatecharterhighschool.org> 

CC: Jennie Shin <jshin@ccsa.org>, Keith Dell'Aquila <KDellAquila@ccsa.org>, 
Christopher Copolillo <ccopolillo@ccsa.org>, "Jason Rudolph" 
<jrudolph@ccsa.org>, Manny Aceves <maceves@kippla.org>, A Bajracharya 
<Allison.Bajracharya@CaminoNuevo.org>, Annabelle Eliashiv 
<a nnabelle.eliashiv@greendot.org> 

Current and outgoing LAAC Members, Member Council Representatives, and 
Board Members, 


I am writing to follow up and make sure that you saw the information 
below for advocacy to board members on Monday. These calls should be 
quick, and you can certainly ask your staff to help. We are shooting for 
volume of calls here. If you can let us know how calls are going and if 
you get responses, that would be very helpful. As a reminder, some board 
members have asked us to activate on this issue to help given them good 
reason to question the resolution publicly. 


Our highest priority targets are Board Members Rodriguez, Gonez, 
Vladovic, McKenna, and Schmerelson. 


Jason and I are happy to connect with you to bring you up to speed 
one-on-one if you would like more context before making calls. 


Speakers for Tuesday- We are also in the process of coordinating 
speakers for Tuesdays board meeting and could use 1-2 charter leaders 
and 1-2 parents. Conversion charters or members with schools in Board 
District 7 are particularly helpful. If you or a representative from 
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your organization can join us from 10:30am-12:30pm at Beaudry on 
Tuesday, please let us know. 


Thanks so much! 


Cassy 


Cassy Horton 

Managing Director, Regional Advocacy, Greater Los Angeles 
California Charter Schools Association 
Cell: 213-926-7763 

Email: chorton@ccsa.org <mailto:chorton@ccsa.org> 


In 2017-18, California charter public schools achieved incredible 
academic success throughout the state-from dominating U.S. News & World 
Report's annual rankings of the best public high schools in California, 
to receiving multiple awards and accolades from the California 
Department of Education, and more-demonstrating they are meeting the 
needs of students and helping them achieve academic success. Learn more 
< http://www.ccsa.org/blog/2018/06/year-in-review-california-charter-publ 

ic-schools.html> . 


From: Cassy Horton 

Sent: Sunday, July 8, 2018 12:57 PM 

Cc: Jason Rudolph <jrudolph@ccsa.org> 

Subject: <URGENT: ACTION REQUESTED on Monday 7/9> Ask LAUSD Board to 
Include Charters in Parcel Tax 
Importance: High 


Dear L.A. Charter Leaders, 


Please do not forward or otherwise share this confidential email. 

I am writing to ask you to take action tomorrow on Monday, July 9 on a 
critical and time sensitive issue. 


On Friday we hosted a call to share critical updates regarding Board 
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Members McKenna and Schmerelson's last-minute surprise parcel tax 
measure resolution, which currently excludes charters, and collective 
advocacy action we are asking all members to take tomorrow, on Monday, 
July 9. As a reminder, if you missed the call and want more 
information, please email Jason Rudolph. 


Here are the actions we are asking you all to take: 


1. Highest Priority: Call Board Members Using the Script Below on 
Monday, July 9 

Please take 15 minutes on Monday to call the board member(s) for 
the district in which you operate your school(s) and Board Members 
Gonez, Rodriguez, Vladovic, Schmerelson, and McKenna, especially if you 
have a relationship with them using the script below. You definitely can 
have your staff make the calls, too. The most important part is volume 
of calls. Suggested talking points and contact information for board 
offices are listed below. Please reply to Jason Rudolph, cc'd here, and 
let us know which board offices you intend to call. 

2. Email Your Parents Asking Them to Take Action on Monday, July 9 
Please use the attached word document, which includes text for 

an email to parents and a simple script for parents to call board 
members. We are working on a Spanish version and aim to get to you by 
11am tomorrow (Monday) morning. 

3. Share this Tweet on Monday, July 9 

Tomorrow @LASchools Board Members vote on whether to put a last-minute 
parcel tax on the ballot in November. We ask the Board to ensure all 
kids have equitable access to education funding and resources by 
including the 100,000 students and families that attend Los Angeles 
charter public schools. #OneCityAllKids #KidsFirst 


Thank you for your time and effort on this critical and time sensitive 
issue! 


Please let us know if you have any questions or need additional 
resources. 


Cassy 


Parcel Tax Charter Leader Advocacy for Monday 7/8: Talking Points for 
Board Member Calls 
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Introduction and Background 

If you only have a minute or two, share the points below and be sure to 
make the ask before getting off the line. 


* Good [morning/afternoon], my name is [insert name] and I am 
calling from [charter organization/school.] We proudly serve [enrollment 
#] public school students in Board District [BD#(s)]. 

* I am calling to voice concern with the resolution being heard on 
Tuesday titled "Fulfilling Our Commitment to Raise Revenue for Increased 
School Funding." 

* The resolution, as you know, calls for the district to submit a 
parcel tax measure on the November 2018 ballot. 

* We support efforts to raise revenue for all public schools and 
to increase student funding. However, our school community is alarmed 
and deeply concerned that the current proposed tax measure fails to 
include charter public school students. We have not had the opportunity 
to engage in a conversation about charter inclusion. 

* ASK: I ask you to vote NO on any parcel tax measure that does 
not equitably include charter public school students. 


Persuasion 

Use the talking points below that most resonate with you, time 
permitting. 


Here is why this issue is so important to my school community: [choose 
the bullet points below that most resonate with you]: 


* As the largest authorizer in the state, L.A. Unified must 
protect the interest of all students, including the 100,000 at its 
charter public schools. L.A. Unified has a strong history of equitable 
inclusion of all public school students, both charter and District, in 
its efforts to increase education funding. Our school asks that the 
board maintain that commitment. The last parcel tax approved in 2012 by 
many members of this same board included charters. 

* [ If speaking with board members Vladovic or Garcia, 
thank them for their past support of charter inclusion and ask them to 
maintain this same commitment.] 

* Charter public school students are entitled to the same level 
and quality of educational services as traditional public school 
students, including quality educational programs; adequate instructional 
materials and classroom supplies; quality teachers; support for our most 
disadvantaged students; and overall safe schools, all of which are 
sought by this proposed parcel tax. 

* [ Expand with a personal org/school example about the 
resources needed to create and/or maintain quality educational programs, 
instructional materials, quality teachers, etc.] 

* Excluding students who attend charter public schools from 
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equitable access to resources contributes to disparities in the 
educational opportunities afforded to public school students and will 
create two classes of students among Los Angeles public school students 
- the haves and the have nots. 

* [ Expand with a personal org/school example about 

resource and educational opportunity disparities.] 

* Community and stakeholder engagement is critical when asking the 

public to approve a parcel tax and they must be engaged in the planning 
process, which has not happened here in this last-minute attempt to 
submit a measure for the November ballot. This is an effort we want to 
support, and we want to work together to best meet the needs of all 
public schools student in Los Angeles. 


Conclusion and Ask 


* We at [charter organization/school] would like to collaborate 
and partner with the District to ensure that local efforts to raise 
revenue and increase student funding -- whether ballot measures, parcel 
taxes, or bonds -- include all public school students, including charter 
public school students whose parents are also taxpayers. 

* My school community asks you to stand for all kids and vote NO 
on any parcel tax resolution that does not reflect equitable charter 
inclusion. 

* Thank you for your time and partnership. 


Board Member Office Numbers: 

Please be sure to call your board members office(s) on Monday. Offices 
are listed below: 


Board 

District 

1, 

Board 

District 

2, 

Board 

District 

3, 

Board 

District 

4, 

Board 

District 

5, 

Board 

District 

6, 

Board 

District 

7, 


George McKenna: (213) 241-6382* 
Monica Garcia: (213) 241-6180 
Scott Schmerelson: (213) 241-8333* 
Nick Melvoin: (213) 241-6387 
Ref Rodriguez: (213) 241-5555* 
Kelly Gonez: (213) 241-6388* 
Richard Vladovic: (213) 241-6385* 


*Priority 
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Cassy Horton 

Managing Director, Regional Advocacy, Greater Los Angeles 
California Charter Schools Association 
Cell: 213-926-7763 

Email: chorton@ccsa.org <mailto:chorton@ccsa.org> 

Website: www.ccsa.org <http://www.ccsa.org/> 


—Attachments:- 

SAMPLE- Charter Leader Email to Parents re July 10 Parcel 18.3 kB 

TaxAdvocacy.docx 
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